Reinforcing Strength
In Our
School Community
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Having a Cohesive
Community Helps
Students -and
Everyone -Feel Safe
and Happy at school

Having open dialogue about
expectations -and communicating
clearly about what we need -
supports cohesion.
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Research:

Students In schools with a strong sense of
community are more likely:

A to be academically motivated (Solomon, Battistich,
Watson, Schaps, & Lewis, 2000);

A to act ethically and altruistically (Schaps, Battistich,
& Solomon, 1997);

A to develop social and emotional competencies
(Solomon et al., 2000);

A and to avoid a number of problem behaviors,
Including drug use and violence (Resnick et al.,

1997).
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And Anecdotally:
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Kids mostly report feeling safe and happy
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But they also report some tension and unfairness

. Make sure every kid gets
| %ﬂougcpll'alfte?qtion. Not just
the really really smart kid
or the struggling kids but
the kids in the middle.
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School -Wide Rules

A Each class uses a gradual, democratic process to dratft,
discuss, and agree on classroom rules that will meet
everyoneos needs and keep e

A Having ownership over the rules helps
them to be meaningful to students.

A This is much like the norm-setting Rules
process that many adult organizations Jn School
use to establish shared expectations.

A This year, a group of classroom VG
delegates is also translating the o]sqﬁ?rfé"“,g
classroom rules into school-wide rules spasihe o
for Brentods common

Helpful for

families!
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Book Buddy Classes

A Each class has a book buddy class!

A Book Buddy gatherings promote community,
foster a love of reading, and provide opportunities
for meaningful exchange

A A wide age range is lovely,
but not required

A Book Buddies gather for
reading and other activities
periodically each month
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A All-School Meetings provide a way to build community by
gathering the whole school together in a morning-
meeting like structure

A Community meetings
provide an opportunity for
students to meet and
share with others outside
their grade
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A This has been a goal at Brent
for years! J

A At Brent, we will prepare to
hold our first all-school
community meeting In
December

A Eventually, families will be
Invited to join In!
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The Goals:




BRAVE

Class Names & .

RESPONSIBLE

Banners




BRAVE
EMPATHETIC
ACTIVE
RESPONSIBLE

. 72 OB &) Frio Octooer 2,205
[
L= o215

' T don' kil l

po Ceaff Moves 1 &

mngﬂ Mentor MMT

dd fnz Why did he
s &7 Jomsv [

To buld
efcifement



BRAVE
EMPATHETIC
ACTIVE
RESPONSIBLE







