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Having a Cohesive 

Community Helps 

Students - and 

Everyone - Feel Safe 

and Happy at school

Having open dialogue about 

expectations -and communicating 

clearly about what we need -

supports cohesion.



Confirmed by 

Research:

Students in schools with a strong sense of 
community are more likely:

Å to be academically motivated (Solomon, Battistich, 
Watson, Schaps, & Lewis, 2000); 

Åto act ethically and altruistically (Schaps, Battistich, 
& Solomon, 1997); 

Åto develop social and emotional competencies 
(Solomon et al., 2000); 

Åand to avoid a number of problem behaviors, 
including drug use and violence (Resnick et al., 
1997).



And Anecdotally:  



Weôre All in This 

Together

Students

Families

Teachers 
and Staff



Student Satisfaction: 96%

Kids mostly report feeling safe and happy 

But they also report some tension and unfairness

Make sure every kid gets 
enough attention.  Not just 
the really really smart kid 
or the struggling kids but 
the kids in the middle.

I think my school is the 
Following because there 

are teachers  
EVERYWHERE YOU GO.

LǘΩǎ ǎŀŦŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
people care and 
are looking out 

for us.

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ŎŀƭƳ 
because people talk 
so loud.  Some kids 

act rudely.

This school is 
pretty good 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 
think of any 

improvements.

5ƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ 
students special 
things and other 

students not.



Classroom and 

School -Wide Rules

ÅHaving ownership over the rules helps 
them to be meaningful to students.

ÅThis is much like the norm-setting 
process that many adult organizations 
use to establish shared expectations.

ÅThis year, a group of classroom 
delegates is also translating the 
classroom rules into school-wide rules 
for Brentôs common spaces. 

ÅEach class uses a gradual, democratic process to draft, 
discuss, and agree on classroom rules that will meet 
everyoneôs needs and keep everyone safe. 

Helpful for 
families!



Book Buddy Classes

ÅEach class has a book buddy class!

ÅBook Buddy gatherings promote community, 

foster a love of reading, and provide opportunities 

for meaningful exchange

ÅA wide age range is lovely, 

but not required

ÅBook Buddies gather for 

reading and other activities 

periodically each month



Community Meetings

ÅAll-School Meetings provide a way to build community by 

gathering the whole school together in a morning-

meeting like structure

ÅCommunity meetings 

provide an opportunity for 

students to meet and 

share with others outside 

their grade



Community Meetings

ÅThis has been a goal at Brent 

for years! J

ÅAt Brent, we will prepare to 

hold our first all-school 

community meeting in 

December

ÅEventually, families will be 

invited to join in!



Class Names & 

Banners

The Goals:

*By collectively creating a class name, students 
have a voice in identifying and sharing their 
ŎƭŀǎǎΩ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
goals.

*Students become more invested in their 
classroom community, and help to foster 
school spirit.



Class Names & 

Banners







bravery


